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China Care Foundation president Matt Dalio returns to Harvard College to begin his junior year next week,

A brdge to China

Harvard
junior
Matt Dalio’s
foundation
goes the
distance
for orphans

By Joseph P, Kahn
CLOBE STASF

GREENWICH, Conn. — Dawn the block from
Matt Dalio’s house, in a neighborhood of land-
seaped lawns and investment bankers' homes,
stands the Belle Haven Club, where members
piay tennis in spotless whites and revel in the
good life.

Last night, the chub was the scene of a private
party featuring Sheryl Crow and Buddy Guy. Da-
lio, the host, pramised beforehand it would be a
“killer” affair, the kind of bash where the tanned
and wealthy gather to feel good abaut themselves
at sumimer's end.

And hie should know:. having grown up in a
waorld of privilege himself.

Yet Dalio, 20, & Harvard College junior, has
mother world, too, one as different from
fund suburbia as one could find and still be

on the same planet, So while guests boogied
down with Buddy and Sheryl, their dollars were
diverted to a cause that has become Dalio’s life
mission: helping disabled Chinese orphans earn &
chance at their own version of the good life.

From humble beginnings, Dalio’s 4-year-old
China Care Foundation has grown into a multi-
purpose erganization providing a range of ser-
vices in both China and the United States. From
pediatric surgeries to foster-home placements to
financial aid for adopting families, China Care
helps the neediest of China's children in many
ways, all due to Dalio’s persistence and passion.

One such child is Grace Liacopoulos, guest of
honor at last year's fund-raiser. Grace, 7, was
born with a disfiguring skin condition that made
her an unpromising candidate for adoption. With
the help of China Care, she now lives with a
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Tlove. . . creating the vision and pulling it all together. Making it real. . . . Still, it does have its downsides.

Marr Darxo, Harvard junior and president of the China Care Foundarion

Harvard junior makes world of difference to Chinese orphan:
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loving Wisconsin family. Skin-
graft surgery has helped correct
her condition. And Dalio, who
first held Grace in 2 Tianjin or-
phanage 4 years ago and instantly
fellinlove, is now her godfather.

At Belle Haven. she was the
belle of the ball.

“Close contact with Grace
makes me see the magic of what
we're doing,” Dalio says emotion-
ally during an interview at his
Connecticut home. “She’s an
amazing girl in every way.”

Kellie Liacopoulos, Grace's
adoptive mother, agrees —
that Dalio in many ways is even
more amazing. On Grace's last
birthday, she says, Dalio dropped
evervthing, flew to Wisconsin to
spend two davs with the family,
and spent his spare time cram-
ming for exams,

“There’s not a Chinese kid that
man does not care about,” Kellie
Liacopoulos marvels, “I've often
wondered why Matt does this —
he couid have gone to Ching, loved
it, come back, and gotten on with
his life — but he has a huge heart.
He's the most responsible, most
organized, most getic h
being I've ever seen.”

Bold moves

Dalio’s work has been the sub-
Jeet of an Oprah Winfrey show,
and his vision has inspired numer-
ous campus chapters in the Unit-
ed States, including one at Har-
vard, where the Dumplings, as the
children are nicknamed, are en-
couraged to honor their Chinese
heritage, not run from it.

At last night's party, guests
were to have watched 2 video
about the foundation’s latest ini-
tiatives and bid on auction items
donated by supporters, For Dalio,
it was a final blast before return-
0% 10 campus next week. A psy-
chology and economics major and
Kirkland House resident, Dalio
works on the Harvard Crimson

staff but otherwise devotes much

of his extracurricular efforts to
China Care.

“The main purpose is to thank
our donors, particularly ones from
this community who've heen so
supportive,” says Dalio, sitting on
his back porch going over party
plans. Last year's benefit, with
B.B. King and Jeff Beck, drew 350
guests and netted $275,000. This
years party is expected to exceed
those totals. To date, Dalio and his
allies have raised more than $1
million, The foundation recently
hired its first China-based execu~
tive director, thanks to the gener-
osity of Dalio's loyal supparters.

Hobbling on crutches from a

broken ankle, Dalio admits that
his attention is shifting back to-
ward campus life. Seldom,
thiough, do his thoughts stray far
from the cause that has gripped
him sinee grade school. He calls it
“preaching the joys of special-
needs adoption.”

At age 3. Dalio made his first
trip to China, accompanied by his
father, an international
ment manager. At 11, he retumed
to spend the school vear overseas,
living with family friends in Bei.
Jing. It was a bold move for a sixth-
grader, even one as adventure-
some as Dalio. But it planted the
seed for what has followed.

“Its important to see other cul-

ing hoy b iaily,
“At 11, you think, ‘OK, that's how
they do things here. Cool.’ But at
first it was kind of lonely and
scary, too.”
Notonly did he adjust, says Da-
lio, who speaks near-fluent Man-
darin, he also cultivated a deep ap-
preciation for cultural differences
between East and West, Mean-
while, he formed a lasting bond
with Gu Zequing, his s

Dalio returned to China when
he was 16 and worked in an or-
phanage, where the magnitade of
the adoption problem became evi-
dent. Dalio sought advice from lo-
cal child-welfare organizations.
Ninety-five percent of Chinese or-
phans suffer from some form of
disability, Dalio learned, making
them virtually unadoptable. Yet
relatively minor surgeries, such as
procedures to correct a cleft pal-
ate, can spell the difference be-
tween institutionalization and
adoption. The farther one travels
from China’s cities to more rural
areas, Dalio discovered, the worse
conditions becam,
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1 went there thinking 1 want-
ed to do something,” he recalls,
breaking into a smile. “I came
back wanting to start something”

He did not start modestly.
‘With his father's encour i
Dalio set the bar high: no bake
sales or car washes. Instead, he so-
licited five-figure contributions
from neighbors and friends. “For
the cost of a latte a day, vou can
change & life,” Dalio said, in a
Ppiteh he still makes to whomever
will listen,

It did not hurt that he is tall,
dark, and handsome. Also hum-
ble.

Lisa Vallely, a Greenwich

Matt Danoﬁmtmveledtochimntages.A

startan organization to help Chinese orphans,

neighbor, has known Dalio since
e was 7. She was among the first
to be approached for foundation
funding and says saying “no” to
wo’spiwb Was not an option for

“He left for China 4 young boy
and returned & young man,” savs
Vallely. “In & town thats bombard-
ed with benefits, where people are

‘constantly being asked for money

~ and big money too — China

Care was not on top of evervonels
list.” But she adds: “Matt would
not back down a bit. His enthusi-
asmis incredible.”

Depth of commitment

The third of four brothers, Da-
lio attended The Brunswick
Scheol in Greenwich, where he
worked on the school yearbook
and took up rock climbing for re-
creatian. Mast of his spare time
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trip he took there at age 16 helped inspire him to

went to starting the foundation,
though. “1I tried to lead a normal
life. but my friends thought I was a
little obsessive,” he says. “They'd
say, ‘Lets go party.’ But they got
more interested when they saw
the depth of my commitment.”

As foundation president, Da-
fio, whe goes to China onece or
twice a vear, often makes tough
choices about allocating re-

sources. Does this 2-year-old get

facial su
be made
playing God sometimes,
mits,

In March 2002, Dalio
on Oprah's TV show
primed for grow
foundation rece
phone calls and
ing assistance to familie
to adopt — & process U
between £16,000 and
Was now possible
ceive aid were P
capoulos, whe
adopted two bl
ne. They brought Grave hom
early 2003,

Since 2003, neswrly 50 1
have received loans an
One hundred cleft paiate
surgeries are currentl
sponsored. A separs
places handicapper
Chinese foster homes
China Care open
dren’s home, in 1

vinee, where tl
foundation is aiso renovating
existing orphanage

Additionally, China Car
lishes a newsletter, mat
website (chinaeare org), andsp
sors & network of support group
for adoptees, one of which ope
ates out of the First Congregation
al Church in Cambridge. Ten vo
unteers from the Harvard Chin
Care Club traveled to China thi
summer to work in orphanages
Other volunteers, from Greenwic!
housewives to vecupational thera
pists, have visited China this sum
mer under foundation auspices
doing the one-on-one work.

Dalio is still two years awa)
from a college degree. While th
foundation will always be hi
sion, he says, he will likely exple
other career options. Basines
sehool, read estate, ¢ il
Anthropy wre poss

And ves, he realizes thy th

foundation grows, his ability 1.
manage it might wane

“T love that part of it, creatin,
the vision and pulling it all togeth
en," he says. “Making it real
holding Grace in my arms is rea

Still, it does have its downside:
How do we prevent it fron: becorn
ing & managerial nightmare?
don't know.”

The blueprint may come fron
one of Dalio’s mentors, New Yot
investment manager Paui Jones
Jones founded the Robin Hoo
Foundation, which sponsors anti
povery programs in the New Yor!
City ares.

“I love the model.” says T
“It's & huge foundation, but he o
runs his own business, My aiw |
1o stay invoived with China Car
but pursue other goals.”




